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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
October 28, 1985 
Local/Area 
HARRY READ. Director of lnformat•on and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University students said "yes•• when 
asked by the Residence Hall Association if they wanted computers in residence 
ha 11 s. 
Placement began in February in Taylor and Stevenson halls and has since 
been expanded to more than 40 computer paraphernalias, including IBM personal 
computers, MICC computer terminals and printer, and WIDGET terminals. 
(The lower case name for the latter is Waterloo Interactive Direct Job 
Entry Terminal system. It provides students with an interactive editor for entering 
programs and data). 
IBM 3178 terminals, attached to an IBM mainframe system, will soon be 
added, according to Lou Hencken, housing director. These terminals provide time 
sharing systems (TSS) areas for more advanced coursework. 
"Our first thought was to put four computers in several locations, .. Hencken 
said, 11 but we later decided that by placing a larger number of computers in the 
two halls, students would have a better chance to use the computers without having 
to wait. 11 
Any residence hall student may use the systems from 8 a.m. to midnight, 
Monday-Friday, and noon to midnight, Saturday-Sunday. Hencken said someone is 
available during those hours to help students use the computers. 
One way to measure the success of the program is by the reduced traffic 
in the computer facilities located in the Student Services Building. 
Floyd Hoedebecke, Assistant Director of Computer Services who manages 
the academic computing area, is pleased with the change since students seldom 
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have to wait in lines for terminals or microcomputers in the Student Services 
Building facilities. 
''Student traffic has definitely decreased here," Hoedebecke said, adding 
that he has noticed a "substantial usage'' of the computers in the residence halls. 
Graduate student Teresa Collard lives in Stevenson Hall and is a member 
of the housing board. She said she believes the computers are a great asset 
to residence hall living: 
"I think it's great that Eastern's housing rate is among the lowest of 
any college in Illinois and can still offer such an advanced program." 
In addition to the computer systems, Taylor Hall has a variety of software 
packs available to check out for use with the personal computers. 
Hencken said placement of personal computers in Carman Hall is being 
planned. 
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